MRS. CATHERINE LADD

“The name that heads this ar-
ticle will call a.thrill of pleasure
to many . hearts—for this lady is

“one of the most noted and suc-
cessful of ‘the - ‘teachers of the
State of South Carolina,” and hun-
dreds of her old puplls, many: of
them now “teaching,” “scattered
throughout the land, remember
her kindness and entire unselfish-
ness. “She is the most generous
of women; her time, her talents,
her worldly goods are at ‘the com-
mand of all her friends,” says one:
of her ex-puplls.

Mrs, Ladd is a native of Virgin~
ia—was born in October, 1810—.
married when eighteén years old
to Mr. Ladd, a portrait and minia-
ture painter. Her ‘maiden. name
was Catherine Stratton.

-For several years after her mar-
riage Mrs. .Eadd wrote poétry,
which was published | in. the vari-
ous peériodicals of the ' day. For
years she was a regular’ corres-
pondent of several newspapers,
and published“a series. of -articles
on drawing, painting, and educa~
tion, which attmcted conslde‘ra.ble
attention,

In 1842, Mrs. Ladd perma.nently
settled in the town of Winnsboro,
South Carolina, where she estab~
lished one of the largest institua
tions of learning in the State,
which sustained. jts well-deserved
reputation until closed in 1861.

i ‘Mrs. Ladd has contributed tales,
‘skebches, essays, and poems to
!various journals under different
noms de plume—as “Minnie May-
flower,” “Arcturus,” “Alida,” and

“Morna.” )

During the existence, of the
“‘Floral Wreath,” published: in
Charleston by Mr Edwin Heriott,
"Mrs. Ladd was a regular contribu-
tor. Mr, Heriott, in 2 notice of
the literary talent of the South,
speaking of Mrs. Ladd’s poetical
works, said: “They were sweety
smooth, and flowing, - particularly
803 but, like Scotch musicr their
gayest notes were sad.”

In 1861, she with ardor took up
the subject of education, home!
manufactures, and encouragement
‘of 'white labor, believing that the
‘ultimate prosperity of South Caro-
{lina would depend on it. She reas-
oned from & conviction that South
Carolina could not compete with
the more Southérn and Southwest-
lern States in raising cotton, and
! an:extensive system of slave labor
would realize no profit.

{  Mrs. Ladd’s plays, written at the
"solicitation of friends, and per-
formed by them, were very popu-.
lar. The “Grand Scheme” and

“Honeymoon” were celebrated far
and wide. The incidents and in-
troduction of characters showed
that she had more than ordinary
talent for that species of composi-
tion. Mrs. Ladd has a wonderful
knack of managing young people.

AJter.tne commencewneil vL we
war, Mrs. Ladd gave up everything
to devote hersglf to the cause- of
the South,- She: lived for the sol-
ldzers! ‘Was elected President of the
“Soldiers’ Aid Association,” which
’ofﬁce she rétained-until the -close
lof the war, and by her untiring
exertions kept the socidty well sup-
plied with clothing. Her pen was
unused during the war, the needle
‘and her personal supervision be-
ing - constantly in demand. In
‘Winnsboro,. no -church is built, no
charity solicited, no ball, concert,
tableaux, or fam—nothmg goes on
: without her cheerful and ‘ever-
ready aid, . P E

Mrs. Ladd is said to be “home-
ly,” and dresses to suit herself,
(never caring about the “latest
fashions,” ignores ,“hoops,” and
always wears her hair short; Her
manner is abrupt and decided; but
one mstmctwely feels it to be
‘md ”

The “Confederate flag” is gaid
to have originated with Mrs, Ladd.
the first one, we allude to. "
fire of February 21, 1865, ..
stroyed the liferary labor of 30
years. With the assistance of a
: Federal officer; Mrs. Ladd saved
‘the jewels of the Masonic Lodge in

the next house. to hers; but the
‘flame and smoke prevented lier
finding the “charter.” By this

time the fire had ‘got so. much
ahead on her own premises, and
the confusion was so great, that
she lost everything.

It is said that outside of the
walls of her school, Mrs. Ladd was.
the gay, social companion of every
young lady under her charge. Fol-
lowing-her to school-room, you in-
stantly felt the change; thor ™
Inot perhaps -a. word - was ‘spo)
;every young lady felt it. Shd'h
-a powerful will and habit of cen-
‘tering every thought -and . feeling
‘instantly on the occupation.of the
moment. The confusion of voices
or passing objects mever seemed to
disturb her when writing,

A friend of Mrs, Ladd says:
“Her quick motions show the ra-
pidity of thought. Even now, a
the age of fifty-eight, were yo
walking behind her, you n‘:gh

mistake her, from the light buoy-
+ancy of step, for a young girl”

Copied from “Liwing Female
Writers of the South”. by Mrs, M.
T Tardy.

GIVE-TO LIFE A MEANING

(First Prize' in Poetiy Contest)
. By Statia P. Ketchin
Women of America,.

Read ye not the writing?
Duty stands thh beckoning

hands,

- Fields are at ‘the whiting.
,Hoard ye not your Heaven-sent

gifts,
Napkined talents perish;
Selfléss service, spiritual gains,
These are things to cherish.
Get ye, to the harvesting,
Hasten .to-the; gleaning,
Go with courage and with stmle,
Give to life -a meaning, )
Listen to the prisoner’s groan,
Heed the infant's crying, "
See the naked, hungry, cold,: .
Hear the widow’s sighing.
Sin and Sorrow; Fear and Shame,
Through the land are walking;
Crime, Delinquency, Despair
Side by side are stalking.
Sit not. by with idle hands,
Close not hearts to giving;
The pursuit of selfish aims

‘| Is not really living.
.| Get ye, to the harvesting,

Hasten to the gleaning;
Laboring in the Master's fields
Gives to life its rneaning

“His Word
Was Said”

(The following poem is 2 fa-
vorite of Mrs. R. C. Gooding, who
knows it “by heart.”)

His Word has said that I may be

As staunch and stalwart as a
tree

That faces all the winds that
blow,

And sees- the centunes come and
20—

A hvmg, pulsing, smgmg tree,

Rooted in 'God’s still harmony,

Where murmuring waters gently

Crowned w1th the splendor of the

skies

With alchemy of bmnch and
root,

Transmxttihg common éarth to
fruit;

And sheltermg' from the zenith
heat

’I‘hfe tiniest wings and weariest
eet. .

How wonderful that I may be,
My life in ‘Him, His life in me —
As fair and fruitful as a tree.
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